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Makes me feel 
more connected 
to my Catholic faith.

I look at an issue 
more than once.

I discuss an issue  
with a friend.

Spend more than 
15 minutes with 
an issue. 
– 2022 readership survey

What do readers say?

High Desert Catholic   
appeals equally 

to all age groups. 

%•  The largest distributed  
Catholic magazine in 
Northern Nevada

• Full color ads

• High pass-along rate

• Proven readership

• Appeals to all ages

• Establishes credibility 
 in your market 

• Award-winning  
 publication

• Design services  
 available

HIGH IMPACT
High Desert Catholic is a high-quality 
publication produced 6 times per year 
and is mailed to homes throughout 
the Diocese of Reno. It is the largest 
distributed Catholic magazine in 
Northern Nevada. with a Catholic 

readership of more than 21,000. 

OF HOUSEHOLDS HAVE A 
READER – Publishers Information Center
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M y name is David Willems, and I am the new Director 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for our diocese. 

I am beyond grateful to Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg and 

the wonderful hiring committee who gave me this exciting 

opportunity. In this article, I want to offer a helpful perspective 

as we look at youth ministry and the life of the Church. 

Secondly, I want to give an update of what has happened 

and what is coming up in our diocese as it pertains to youth 

ministry. 

The question on many people’s 
minds in the Church today is how 
to make sense of the disaffiliated or 
the “nones” who no longer believe 
in Christ or any religion. As a mil-
lennial, I have friends who no longer 
believe in organized religion. I have 
prayed about this concerning trend. 
The question of how to reengage the 
“nones” or help our young people 
navigate the cultural landscape of 
the 21st century is paramount to the 
work of the Church. I may be over-
ly optimistic, but I think we should 
find joy in this opportunity. The mission that God has given to each 

generation is the same regardless 
of the increase in disaffiliation. It is 
the great mandate at the end of the 
Gospel of Matthew where Jesus tells 
his followers to “go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-
20).  With ever-increasing seculariza-
tion, the West has become a mission 
territory full of individuals who are 
lost and seeking a purpose. Our 
world has become noisier — so much 
so that our emerging generation is 
unfamiliar with silence and so lacking 
in catechesis that they do not know 
how to hear God calling them. The 
truth is our faith is beautiful, and it is 
up to us men and women of faith — 

the people in the pews — to take up 
the mission and help those around 
us recognize the voice of God, which 
can change their life. This is an amaz-
ing opportunity to rediscover the 
riches of our faith and share it with 
the world. 

As it pertains to youth ministry in 
our diocese, many parishes spent the 
summer and fall engaging our youth 
and taking them to conferences on 
the West Coast. In July, St. Rose of 
Lima, St. Albert the Great, and Im-
maculate Conception took 35 high 
school teens and adults to the Steu-
benville Youth Conference in Tucson, 
Arizona. Our annual OnFire Confer-
ence, hosted by the offices of North-
ern California and Reno, was held on 
September 17 in Vallejo, CA, a day 
filled with Mass (celebrated by our 
own Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg), 
roller coaster rides and amazing talks 
by famous Catholic speakers. We had 
185 participants from many different 
parishes. Thank you to all youth min-
isters and chaperones who made this 
event a success! Our upcoming diocesan youth 

event is the Youth Conference on 
January 7 at the Nugget Casino Re-
sort. This is for grades 6-12. See the 
diocesan conference brochure for 
more details. I am looking forward 
to future articles, highlighting youth 
ministry around the diocese and how 
to engage our young people. 

YOUNG ENGAGEMENT  with  Jesus Christ
BY DAVID WILLEMS
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THE DIOCESE OF RENO WILL CELEBRATE ITS 

40TH YEAR, hosting the Reno Diocesan Con-

ference January 6 and 7 at the Sparks Nugget 

Casino Resort! The conference, inspired by Fa-

ther Bob Simpson and a small group who had 

attended a conference in Sacramento, believed 

that they, too, could bring a similar experience 

to the Biggest Little City. With the support and 

leadership of Barbara Verdi, Fran McMillen and 

Father Bob Simpson, they welcomed the first 

Conference in 1983 at the old Bishop Manogue 

Catholic High School campus on Valley Road. 

Originally intended for local parish catechists to 

attend as a faith formation event, it has grown 

to welcoming interested parishioners around 

the diocese as well as our clergy and religious. 

Ruth Gordon enthusiastically took on the lead-

ership of the event in the late 90s, and through 

her continued efforts, brought the spirit of Fa-

ther Bob’s vision into new dimensions. Follow-

ing this, Monique Jacobs, the former Director  

of Faith Formation for the diocese, took hold  

of the event at a diocesan level. Her 20 years  

of coordination and efforts has enriched our  

diocese. This now multi-ministry annual event  

is one of the few in the country to host and 

welcome national speakers and musicians to 

those seeking to enrich their spiritual lives. 

As we look to its 40th year in existence we feel bless-

ed to be continuing this event. This year’s theme, The 

Eucharist-The Source and Summit of Life, was chosen by 

Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg, to reflect on the USCCB’s 

Eucharistic Revival. As we gather in January for two full 

days of reflection and learning, speakers from around 

the country will be presenting on ways to grow and en-

counter Christ. The weekend offers a wonderful list of 

presenters and musicians to name a few, including Sher-

ry Weddell, Father Tony Ricard, Dr. Ospino Hosffman, 

John Angotti, Pedro Rubalcava and Jennifer Kluge. 

Please consider joining us for this insightful and vital 

opportunity to embrace a deeper understanding of the 

Eucharist. Registration for the Reno Conference is avail-

able on our website, www.reno-diocesan-conference.org, 

or at your local parishes. Brochures for this event are 

available in the parish vestibules.

These past two years have brought uncertainty and 

distraction. Many of us have been away or unable to 

gather. As you reflect on this new year, be open to this 

invitation to join with others from around our diocese of 

Northern Nevada, to reawaken our parishes and those in 

our communities to be inspired by the Holy Spirit. Come 

and celebrate your Catholic identity. Become more aware 

of what it means to truly receive the Body of Christ and 

live out our mission as disciples in His name! 

Celebrating 

BY BREANNA THOMAS
40 YEARS!
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FAITH 
FORMATION

In our diocese, the winter months are rich in 
cultural diversity due to the variety of ex-
pressions of faith. Through the celebration 

of the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary, followed by the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, we experience the maternal pres-
ence of our Mother, accompanying us in our 
journey. In this Marian spirit, we are accompa-
nied by the Mother of our Redeemer toward the 
celebration of the posadas, a Mexican Christmas 
celebration that recalls Mary and Joseph’s jour-
ney to find a place to give birth to our Lord and 
Savior. This is followed by the celebration of 
Simbang Gabi, a traditional celebration in the 
Filipino community. Extending from the cele-
bration of the Nativity of the Lord, our Filipino 
community celebrates the great feast of the Holy 
Infant Jesus. 

I love to see all of these celebrations as a new 
Pentecost experience, with everyone coming 
together speaking their native language, dancing 
to their own rhythms and singing their native 
hymns that could be a little different from our 
own. With all these diverse celebrations, the 
language of the faith unites all of us and fills us 
with joy to share with the world. My hope is 
that everyone learns about our different ethnic 
groups, and through participation enjoys the 
gifts that the Holy Spirit brings to our parishes 
through the diversity present in our communi-
ties. Please join us in any or all of the activities 
in our schedule. You can also find the most 
recent updates for upcoming events on the web-
site. All are always welcome! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING ANY OF THE EVENTS,  

PLEASE CONTACT MARIPAZ RAMOS VIA EMAIL:  
MARIPAZR@CATHOLICRENO.ORG / PHONE: (775) 326-9423 

OR
VISIT OUR WEBSITE! WWW.HIGHDESERTCATHOLIC.ORG/ETHNIC-MINISTRY/

Dec. 12, 2022: OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST DAY
The Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe is one of the most 
popular feast days in our Church. Check with your local 
parish to see what times and events are occuring! Check with 

local parish.

December 15-23, 2022: SIMBANG GABI
The Filipino Diocesan Council of Reno will celebrate a 9-day 
Christmas Novena to prepare ourselves for the Nativity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Everyone is welcome! 6:30 p.m. mass 
daily at St. Therese. Everyday Little Flower Catholic Church 
875 E. Plumb Ln. Reno, NV

December 16, 2022:  PASTORAL JUVENIL “POSADA NAVIDEÑA”
The Pastoral Juvenil of the Diocese of Reno will host their 
annual “Posada Navideña,” a Mexican Christmas celebration. 
Let’s relive the path of Mary and Joseph to find a place for 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Hispanic Young Adults will do a 
skit of the Posada. 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. Our Lady of Snows Parish 
Center 1200 S Arlington Ave. Reno, NV

January 6-7, 2023: ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONFERENCE
Our Annual Diocesan Conference will take place in-person. 
There will be two sessions in Español. Please register for 
whichever class you like (1st session Dr. Pedro Ruvalcaba, 2nd 
session Dr. Hoffsman Ospino) (Jan 6 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. and 
Jan 7 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) Nugget Casino Resort Sparks, NV

January 13-15, 2023:  PASTORAL JUVENIL ANNUAL 
LEADERSHIP RETREAT

The Pastoral Juvenil of the Diocese of Reno will have their 
Annual Leadership Retreat. This retreat will teach and train 
our next generation of adults to become leaders in their 
parishes. They will also learn about vocational discernment 
based on Ignatian Spirituality. See website for more details. 
Zephyr Cove Retreat Center Zephyr Cove, NV

January 15, 2023: SANTO NIÑO FEAST DAY
Continuing with the Joy of Christmas, The Filipino Diocesan 
Council of Reno will celebrate the feast day of The Santo Niño 
(Holy Infant Jesus). Everyone is welcome! 12 p.m. St. Albert 
the Great Catholic Church 1250 Wymoing Ave. Reno, NV

Ethnic Ministry  
Upcoming Events

FOR THE MONTH OF  
DECEMBER 2022 - JANUARY 2023

Cultural 
CELEBRATIONS

BY MARIPAZ RAMOS
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WHY ADVERTISE?
HOW EFFECTIVE

IS THE HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC FORMAT?

2 0 2 3  A D V E R T I S I N G  S C H E D U L E

PASSIONATE READERS
Two independent readership audits 
confirm that the format for High 
Desert Catholic – which is designed to 
uplift and inspire through compelling, 
people-based stories – is passionately 
read by a wide range of age groups.

NATIONAL AWARDS
High Desert Catholic is based on a 
national award-winning format.

In some respects the 
editors ... have found the 

Holy Grail long sought by their 
colleagues in the Catholic press. 
They have shown that it is 
possible to publish a diocesan 
publication that appeals equally 
to all age groups.” 
 – Publishers Information Center

HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC  
REGULARLY FEATURES 
CONTENT THAT CONNECTS 
WITH READERS:

CONNECTED TO THE WORD: 
A themed quick resource guide 
connecting faith through current blogs, 
music, apps, books, videos and more.

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS: 
Activities and events that are 
engaging to the growth of our church.

ETHNIC CONNECTION:  
Content on living our faith through 
culture. Cover story published in 
both English and Spanish.

NEWS AND CALENDAR: 
Keeping readers up to date on 
happenings across the diocese.

EN MARZO DE 1981, el joven Daniel Mueggenborg se 

cuestionaba a sí mismo mientras se ponía las vestiduras 

del altar en la sacristía de la pequeña iglesia católica Holy 

Trinity en Okarche, Oklahoma. Acababa de pasar los 
últimos años como estudiante de geología e informática 

en Oklahoma State University, literalmente huyendo de 

Dios. Sin embargo, aquí estaba en el altar sirviendo en la 

Misa de renovación de los votos matrimoniales de sus tíos. 

Daniel no estaba en contra de Dios; después de todo, había 

sido bautizado en esta misma iglesia, creció como católico, 

fue a una escuela católica e incluso pensó en ser ordenado 

sacerdote en la escuela secundaria. Pero eso fue hace 
años, ahora había cambiado y tenía planes para su vida.

son las semillas  de las vocaciones

LOS MÁRTIRES 

Una reunión divinaMientras contemplaba estas cosas, 
de repente entró en la sacristía un 
sacerdote que Daniel nunca había 
visto y ni conocía. Pero había algo 
diferente en él, y Daniel pudo sentirlo 
de inmediato. Tenía una presencia 
espiritual innegable y casi tangible. 
Estaba tranquilo, pero emanaba 
un profundo sentimiento de amor, 
paz y alegría. El joven Daniel quedó 
inmediatamente cautivado por su 
presencia y, durante toda la Misa, 
siguió preguntándose por qué el 
sacerdote tenía esas cualidades que 
él quería, pero no las encontraba al 
huir del llamado de Dios. Reconoció 
que este hombre tenía dichas cualidades por ser sacerdote. Daniel de repente se dio cuenta de 

que debería estar dispuesto a ser 
sacerdote nuevamente. Después 
de la Misa, preguntó a sus padres 
quién era este sacerdote amoroso. 
Le dijeron que era el misionero diocesano en Guatemala, pero que 

estuvo en casa por poco tiempo. Su 
nombre era padre Stanley Rother.Una vida heroicaStanley Francis Rother nació el 

27 de marzo de 1935 en Okarche, 

Oklahoma, y fue bautizado en la 
misma pila bautismal que había sido 
bautizado Daniel Mueggenborg, en la 
iglesia católica Holy Trinity.Creció en una granja y asistió a la 

iglesia y escuela católica Holy Trinity. 
Trabajó duro haciendo las tareas 
requeridas, asistió a la escuela, practicó deportes, fue monaguillo y 

disfrutó de las actividades asociadas 
con crecer en un pueblo pequeño.Mientras estaba en la escuela secundaria, comenzó a discernir 

la posibilidad de una vocación al 
sacerdocio. Fue aceptado como 
seminarista y enviado al Assumption 
Seminary en San Antonio, Texas. 
Completó sus estudios en el seminario Mount Saint Mary en Emmitsburg, Maryland, y fue ordenado sacerdote el 25 de mayo 

de 1963. Luego, el padre Rother 
sirvió como pastor asociado durante 
cinco años en Oklahoma.Buscó y recibió permiso para unirse al personal de la misión de la diócesis de Oklahoma en Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala. Sirvió a los Tz’utujil, quienes son 

descendientes de los mayas. Aunque 
tuvo problemas con el latín en el 
seminario, el padre Rother aprendió 

tus historias ARTÍCULO  DE PORTADA

Photos Courtesy of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
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